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Historic overview: Tubelite celebrates 70 years
Walker, Michigan (May 2015) – Tubelite Inc., a leading supplier of storefront and entrance systems, celebrates 70 years in business. It has been fabricating and distributing extruded aluminum products for the glass and glazing industry since 1945.
Seventy years ago, James T. Miller, an engineer for Kawneer in Niles, Michigan, was on vacation and stopped for lunch in Reed City. He immediately liked the area and decided that it would be a perfect place to start a new business. Not long afterward, Miller set up shop in a 50-by-60-foot alley-front building and began making aluminum doors and frames.

The first five years were successful enough to justify a new small building and, in 1949, Miller moved into the current Reed City site. During the next 17 years, this facility would be added on to 20 times and grow to its current footprint.

Miller landed a contract with Pittsburgh Plate Glass to supply the aluminum frames for its glass. The name Tubelite was coined to represent the tubes of aluminum and lites of glass. Within the next two years, Tubelite was buying six million pounds of aluminum extrusions, enough to justify installing the first extrusion press. A second building was erected to warehouse stock doors in anticipation of a national network of PPG distribution depots.
Tubelite leaves private ownership in 1969 and becomes a business unit of Olin Corporation. The product line and personnel grew from relationships with new sister companies and a contract with a revolving door company. The late 70s early 80s were a time of continuous change with two corporate parents and four different management teams.
Oil shortages and a national energy crisis spurred the demand for insulating glass and thermally broken framing like Tubelite’s T14000 storefront. A network of service centers is opened to support the strong commercial construction market. Painted finishes for architectural aluminum become more popular and Tubelite formed a strategic relationship with Linetec.
A core group of Tubelite’s managers, led by W. Robert Keyes, buys the company when parent company, Indal Inc., is sold. Ken Werbowy is named president and “dependable” was born. Tubelite undergoes a rationalization of its customers, services and products to optimize performance. All finishing operations are transferred to Linetec. Regional service centers are consolidated. Door fabrication and warehouse operations are moved to Walker, Michigan. A new Sutton extrusion press is installed in Reed City. Strong gains in share of demand and profitability resulted from changes implemented in the prior decade. 

Tubelite’s excellent performance gets the attention of Apogee Enterprises. It becomes a business unit in 2007. Geographic expansion is identified as a strategy for the future. Satellite offices are opened in South Carolina and Texas.

Amy Cole, Tubelite’s new president, leads the company into the next decade of dependability. Tubelite’s dependable brand continues to give its team direction as they work to meet or exceed the needs of the contract glazing and architectural community. Serving these clients, Tubelite focuses on a targeted project market by consistently providing high-quality, pre-engineered storefront, entrance and curtainwall systems -- on time, complete and undamaged.
	1945
	U.S. celebrates the end of World War II

	1945
	Tubelite founded by James T. Miller in Reed City, Michigan

	1945
	The United Nations is created

	1949
	Tubelite moves from Miller’s garage to the current extrusion operation location 
in Reed City, Michigan

	1949
	The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is established

	1949-1967
	Tubelite enjoys a period of continuous expansion, including construction of plants 
in South America

	1955
	The polio vaccine is announced to the world by Dr. Thomas Francis, Jr.

	1957
	The 5-mile-long Mackinac Bridge opens for traffic, linking the Upper and Lower peninsulas 
of Michigan and becoming the longest suspension bridge at the time

	1958
	Michigan’s Sugar Ray Robinson defeats Carmen Basilio, becoming the first boxer in history 
to win a divisional championship five times

	1959
	Berry Gordy, Jr.’s Michigan-based company forms the “Motown” record label

	1961
	Tubelite purchases an extrusion press and adds on to its building in Reed City, Michigan

	1961
	President John F. Kennedy establishes the Peace Corps to promote world peace 
by providing volunteers to help other countries

	1963
	Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivers his “I Have A Dream” speech on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial; the Civil Rights Act passes the following year

	1964
	The Beatles first performs on the Ed Sullivan Show

	1968
	James T. Miller sells company to Olin Corporation

	1969
	Apollo 11, the first manned mission to land on the Moon, arrives at the Sea of Tranquility

	1972
	Michigan-born Francis Ford Coppola’s movie The Godfather, wins an Academy Award 
for Best Screenplay, and Golden Globes for Best Director and Best Screenplay

	1974
	Gerald Ford becomes the 38th President of the United States following 25 years 
as Grand Rapids, Michigan’s congressman in the House of Representatives

	1977
	Tubelite is purchased by Consolidated Aluminum Company (Conalco)

	1981
	Tubelite is purchased by Indal Limited

	1981
	Sandra Day O’Connor is appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court by President Ronald Reagan and becomes the first woman to serve as U.S. Associate Justice

	1982
	Dr. William DeVries successfully performs the first transplant of a total artificial heart

	1986
	Tubelite begins its strategic relationship with Linetec for painted finishing

	1989
	The Berlin Wall falls, marking the beginning of the thaw for the Cold War

	1994
	Tubelite’s senior managers buy the company, returning it to private ownership

	1996
	Tubelite makes a major expansion in its distribution network

	1997
	Tubelite consolidates the last of its regional service centers to Reed City, Michigan, 
to improve client service

	1999
	Michigan-born Serena Williams wins her first Grand Slam tennis tournament, becoming the U.S. Open Champion, and the first African-American woman to win since 1958

	2000
	Tubelite launches an e-business website for clients

	2001-2002
	Tubelite invests in new state-of-the-art CNC equipment, as well as a new press, aging ovens and handling equipment

	2003
	Tubelite relocates assembly, warehousing and distribution operations to Walker, Michigan

	2006
	Tubelite’s corporate office moves to Walker, Michigan

	2006
	Tubelite launches Max/Block® sun shades for Solar Heat Gain reduction
on vision glass areas

	2007
	Tubelite moves its assembly, warehousing and distribution operations into the 
same 80,000-square-feet facility occupied by the corporate office in Walker, Michigan


(more)

	2007
	Tubelite joins Apogee Enterprises, Inc., an excellent fit as both are known for quality 
and on-time services

	2009
	Tubelite changes its standard anodizing process from caustic etch to acid etch, 
decreasing waste by-products and improving eco-friendliness

	2010
	Tubelite launches Therml=Block™ thermally broken doors and frames

	2011
	Tubelite launches ForceFront™ Blast doors and curtainwall framing system

	2012
	Tubelite adds fiberglass pressure plate for 400 Series curtainwall 
for improved thermal performance

	2013
	Tubelite’s ForceFront™ Storm hurricane-resistant entry doors receive 
Florida Product Approval for HVHZ use

	2013
	Tubelite releases TU24000 high-performance thermal storefront 
with dual pocket poured and debridged thermal breaks

	2013
	Tubelite opens Dallas, Texas offices, fabrication and warehouse operations

	2014
	Amy Cole is named president of Tubelite Inc., 
bringing more than 25 years experience in the construction industry

	2015
	Tubelite celebrates 70th anniversary


To learn more about Tubelite’s historic growth and future success, please visit http://www.tubeliteinc.com/history/
About Tubelite Inc. 

Established in 1945, Tubelite celebrates 70 years of dependable service, fabrication and distribution of architectural aluminum products. Part of Apogee Enterprises, Inc., the company is an industry leader in eco-efficient storefront, curtainwall and entrance systems, and recognized for its fast, reliable and consistent delivery. Tubelite’s corporate office, fabrication, warehouse and shipping operations are located in Walker, Michigan. Its Dallas location provides additional fabrication, warehouse and shipping operations and its facility in Reed City, Michigan, houses the company’s aluminum extrusion operation.

Tubelite and its staff are members of the American Architectural Manufacturers Association (AAMA), the American Institute of Architects (AIA), the Construction Specifications Institute (CSI), the Glass Association of North America (GANA), and the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC).
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